
Little Acorns Returning policy Covid 19 
 

1) Nursery will be open to all children for the slightly reduced hours of 8:00am-5:30pm. 
The reason for this is so that there are no ‘shifts’ allowing all staff to be present at all 
points of the day. This will allow us to avoid staff moving unnecessarily between 
rooms or age groups and eliminate the need to join up age groups to maintain ratios. 
 

2) Staff will be coordinating with parents to ensure the children have the best chance 
of settling back in. This may include a zoom chat and the request for an updated all 
about me for younger age groups. 

 
3) Parents will be asked to complete the infection control agreement survey before 

their child returns to nursery. This includes having read and understood this policy. 
Breaching this agreement may result in the loss of your nursery space. 
 

4) We will not be providing breakfast for the time being so parents will be asked to 
feed their children their breakfast at home. This is due to the more erratic nature of 
breakfast and to allow a staff member to be present to see children in at each 
individual entrance. 

 
5) Where the day ahead forecasts the requirement. Parents are asked to apply all day 

water resident sun cream for their child. And to also provide a sunhat which will be 
kept in their tray/bag. Staff will top this up where needed and face wiping occurs. 
This is to avoid extra unnecessary close contact between staff and children. 
 

6) No additional services will be provided for the time being. This includes babysitting, 
early drop off or ferrying children to and from nursery for the parents. This is to 
avoid any unnecessary close contact with the children or parents. 

 
7) Before opening, parents will be asked to wait in their car or refrain from gathering 

outside the nursery before the doors have opened at 8am. Parents will not be 
permitted to enter the building at the present time. 
 

8) No scooters, pushchairs, car seats or other items may be left at nursery at present. 
 

9) Children must only be attending one setting at present to help control cross 
contamination.  

 
10) Distance measures of 2 metres will be created at the entrances to avoid families 

standing too close together. We ask that only one parent accompany their child to 
the allocated drop off point. 

 
11) We will provide separate drop off points for each age group. These will be 

signposted and clearly marked. Babies will use the baby entrance, Tinies will us the 
back door in the Tinies garden. Toddlers and Pre-school will enter through the main 
garden gate and drop to the relevant rooms back door. As we are having to open 
gates and this could pose a security risk, these will be closed and locked again at 
9am. Parents must not allow the children to run about in the garden or touch the 
play equipment while waiting to be admitted. Gates will be reopened at 4:30pm for 
collections. If you are collecting before 4:30 pm please let the staff know in advance. 
You will need to ring the bell at your gate for a member of staff to open it for you. 

 



12) Children will be taken to wash their hands or given the use of hand gel on arrival. 
Children and staff will be washing their hands on a regular basis. 

 
13) Parents will be asked to answer the infection control questions during drop off each 

day.  
 
- Has your child or anyone in your household had a temperature of 38 dregrees or 

above in the last 24 hours? 
- Has your child been given medication such as Calpol in the last 8 hours? 
- Has anyone in your household developed a new, continuous cough? 
- Has anyone in your household had a loss of taste or smell? 
 
We will require parents to take their child’s temperature before coming to nursery. 
We will then take temperatures at set times throughout the day. This will be 
recorded on a temp log form. Several touch free thermometers have been 
purchased to help avoid unnecessary close contact when taking temperatures. 

 
14) Children’s rooms and gardens will be classed as their ‘bubbles’. Each bubble will 

have their own inside and outside area. Bubbles will remain together throughout the 
day and staff will remain in their bubble as much as possible.  
 

15) Our infection control policy will be extremely robust. We will not be allowing 
children to attend nursery if they have been given any medicine or display any 
concerning symptoms. We will be continuing to enforce the government guidelines 
on isolation and testing. The required collection time for children needing to go 
home due to concerning symptoms will be reduced to one hour. Children will be 
isolated in the office away from the other children while they are waiting to be 
collected and staff will be provided with PPE. 
 

16)  If a child or member of staff develops symptoms then they must be tested. They will 
only be allowed back to nursery after a negative test result or appropriate isolation 
has finished. 
 
Symptoms of Coronavirus are: 
 
- A high temperature – 38 degrees or above 
- A new continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 

or more coughing episodes in 24 hours 
- A loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different. 

 
17) We will only administer Calpol when necessary and if this is required collection from 

nursery must be within the hour. We may make exceptions for children who have 
teething pain but this will be judged on a case by case basis. 

18) Any waste created from a child who is showing symptoms while waiting to be 
collected will be stored according to the guidance given. 
 

19) We will ask parents to bring the children’s bags on their first day of nursery and 
leave them at nursery until their last day of the week to avoid belongings moving 
between home and nursery unnecessarily. 

 



20) We will be limiting outside visitors into the nursery until further notice. Any 
deliveries will be left at the front door.  

 
21) The rooms have been modified and where possible soft furnishings have been 

removed. We will be keeping windows and doors open to improve ventilation, 
weather permitting. 

 
22) We will be pausing the use of self-selection of toys and instead will plan and rota 

toys across the week in sessions. These will be sterilised after each session. This is to 
ensure the toys being used and played with are easy to identify and keep sterilised. 
The garden toys will also be sterilised on a regular basis. 

 
23) We will be pausing the use of snack bar and self-service of food and water for the 

children. Water and snacks will be available throughout the day but the adults will 
be serving them for the children. 

 
24) Cups, cutlery, bowls and plates will be sterilised after each use. 

 
25) Tissues used to catch coughs and sneezes will be disposed of in nappy bins and in 

Pre-school will be flushed down the toilet. 
 

26) As the Toddler room and Pre-School share spaces we will be doing our best to 
implement separation of shared areas. E.g. Specific toilet cubicles and sinks for 
Toddlers and Pre-School, separate activity tables during groups, and divided areas 
for age groups for sleepers. Beds will continue to be cleaned after each use. 

 
27) We will be pausing Show and Tell and will not be allowing toys to come in from 

home unless these are required for sleep. Dummies and comforters will be allowed 
however they must remain in your child’s bag and only be used for sleeptimes. 
Parents need to ensure these are clearly labelled with your child’s name, as we will 
not be using nursery spares. Babies milk bottles should be clearly labelled and will 
remain at nursery all week and will be sterilised by the staff. Parents will need to 
provide a box of milk formula that will remain at nursery. 

 
28) The children will be spending as much time outside as possible in their dedicated 

areas. This includes meals times where practical. Babies and Tinies will use their own 
gardens. Toddlers will utilise the front area usually used for forest school and Pre-
school will have use of the main garden. 

 
29) Staff will keep unnecessary movement around the nursery and between age groups 

where possible down to a minimum. 
 

30) We will be utilising the key person system for one to one or intimate care to avoid 
cross infection where possible this will be as basic as wiping noses. 

 
31) Tinies room will use the staff bathroom for emptying and cleaning potties so that 

they are not entering the children’s toilets. 
 

32) All staff have completed Covid 19 prevention training along with several other 
relevant infection control and hygiene based courses. 
 

33) The rooms, toys, equipment and common touch areas will be cleaned on a regular 
basis throughout the day. 



 
34)  Staff will need to wash their uniform daily. They are required to change their 

uniform when they arrive and before leaving if they have been out/are going out in 
public places such as super markets or on public transport. 

 
35) This policy will be reviewed and adjusted on a regular basis. We will share these 

changes with parents via the Dojo. It’s is the parent’s responsibility to stay up to date 
and remain compliant. 


